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How to find CIP Codes



Overview
This reference will guide School Certifying Officials to locate the 
CIP Codes their school uses for Institutional Postsecondary 
Education Data Systems (IPEDS) reporting, ensuring the CIP code 
reported on VA program approval applications is the same. 
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Finding CIP Codes at Your 
Institution
(Title IV Schools)



Finding CIP Codes at Your Institution

College Navigator

College Navigator - National Center for Education Statistics

If your Registrar or the Institutional Research Office is not available to assist in a timely manner, you may find CIP Codes yourself using your institutional IPEDS 
information.  First, you’ll want to find the programs at your school.  You may do this by going to College Navigator and locating your school. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If your Registrar or the Institutional Research Office is not available to assist in a timely manner, you may find CIP Codes yourself using your institutional IPEDS information.  First, you’ll want to find the programs at your school.  You may do this by going to College Navigator and locating your school. 

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


In this example, we’ll select, UH- Manoa. Then, select the Programs/Majors section to open the dropdown of reported programs and
majors.  

We are using Biochemistry, but if you look at some of the other Program/Major categories, you can see just how many options that 
exist.  This is why we want to make sure we get the school’s code label. 

Now that we know for sure, we’re ready to search the CIP User guide. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’, I’ll select my school, in this case, UH- Manoa. Then I’ll open the Programs/Majors section.  From the final image, I know we call the program Biochemistry, but if you look at some of the other Program/Major categories, you can see just how many options that exist.  This is why we want to make sure we get the school’s code label. 
Now that we know for sure, we’re ready to search the CIP User guide. 



CIP User Site- Biochemistry 26.0202

CIP user site (ed.gov)

Here we see why it was important to get the school’s 
listing, as there are multiple options for Biochemistry 
listed. 

Because we looked at College Navigator first, we know 
our CIP Code for this program is 26.0202 for the VA 
Uniform Application. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here we see why it was important to get the school’s listing, as there are multiple options for Biochemistry listed. 

Because we looked at College Navigator first, we know our CIP Code for this program is 26.0202 for the VA Uniform Application. 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/default.aspx?y=55


 CIP User Site

Finding CIP Codes
(Non-Title IV Schools)



Finding CIP Codes

CIP User site
◦ https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

Finding CIP Codes is not intuitive. You can find the subject, easily, but you still need the number.  Here we will show you how to find 
a CIP Code for a program that is not used in IPEDS reporting.  For example, non-accredited or NCD programs. 

You may use either the screen shown in the image, or you may select ‘Search CIP Codes’ in the dropdown. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finding CIP Codes is not intuitive. You can find the subject, easily, but you still need the number.  Here we will show you how to find a CIP code for a program that is not used in IPEDS reporting.  For example, non-accredited or NCD programs. 

You may use either the screen shown in the image, or you may select ‘Search CIP Codes’ in the dropdown. 

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


Nail Technician

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here, we will search the CIP Code for a Nail Technician. 



Nail Technician- 12.0410
The search returned 6 results, but this page was cropped to show the applicable results. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The search returned 6 results, but this page was cropped to show the applicable results. 
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