














School Staff and Support Personnel

» Encourage your school staff, including custodians, cooks, administrative assistants, and bus
drivers to wear college gear.

» Ask staff members to post signs and information about College Application and Exploration
Week on their doors, desks, or throughout their work areas.

» Encourage staff members to talk to students about the event, and to ask students questions.
For example, a cafeteria worker could ask each student who passes through the lunch line what
college he or she might want to attend when they get older.

Volunteers and Community Representatives
* Invite parents or community leaders to visit classrooms and talk about their college experience
and their careers. Recruit parents to help decorate the school.
 Invite local businesses to hang up the “Ask me about my college” signs in their storefronts.
» Brainstorm ways other groups can get involved or integrate college messaging or planning into
their activities with students. Groups to consider include:
o the PTA/O and the School Improvement Council Retired educators
o Community service, senior citizen, or church groups College and university
representatives and faculty Business, community, and political leaders
o Youth programs (e.g. YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, 4-H, Girl and Boy Scouts)
o School alumni

Note: Depending on your district’s policy, you may need to conduct a background check for
individuals volunteering at the school
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What is College Application and Exploration Week?

An Overview for Teachers, Staff, and Community Supporters

October 30-November 3, 2023 is West Virginia’s statewide College Application and Exploration
Week! To ensure that our event is a success, we need your help promoting this event -- and
making sure our initiative is exciting and fun for West Virginia’s students!

What is College Application and Exploration Week?

College Application and Exploration Week is an event coordinated by College for West Virginia
(CFWV) and the American College Application Campaign. Schools and community organizations
across West Virginia will celebrate during the week of October 30-November 3, 2023!

What is the Goal of College Application and Exploration Week?
Our goal is to help all students learn more about college opportunities and to complete the steps
necessary to pursue training and credentialing beyond the high school degree.

What Happens During College Application and Exploration Week?

Think of this week as a spirit week, during which we all work together to build excitement and
awareness surrounding the college exploration process. We will provide information about college
to students, but the event can become truly spectacular if we integrate fun activities into our school
and community environments. For example, we can decorate our doors and classrooms in college
themes, post signs and pennants in our community decorate storefronts, have college trivia
contests -- let’s get creative!

How Can | Help?

You can help by assisting students in exploring colleges and careers, contributing to the “spirit” of
the week by wearing your favorite college gear during the week, or -- perhaps most

importantly -- reaching out to students to encourage them to explore colleges and careers. Seek
out those students in your neighborhood who might traditionally be underserved or overlooked
when it comes to college planning, or those adults in your life who might be interested in a
returning to the classroom. Use this as an opportunity to talk to them about their options for
college!

You can also support the effort online by sharing your college experience using the hashtag
#WhylChose. Inspire others by sharing why you chose the school or program you completed, or
what you love about your alma mater! Be sure to mention @CFWYV so that your message can be
shared statewide.
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